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SUMMER 2013
BOATING & WATERWAYS
JULY 1 MERGER INTO
STATE PARKS
RBOC opposed Governor Brown’s
Reorganization Proposal #2 (GRP#2)
of 2012 that merges the Department of
Boating and Waterways [DBW] into State
Parks on July 1, 2013.
Since GRP #2 was enacted RBOC has and
is advocating several critical boating
issues.
Governor Jerry Brown appointed Major
General Anthony L. Jackson, USMC (Ret.)
as director of the California Department of
Parks and Recreation in November 2012.
RBOC President Jack Michael and Director
of Government Affairs Jerry Desmond, Jr. met
with the new Director Jackson to introduce
RBOC and discuss issues of importance to
the recreational boating community. There
have been several more meetings in 2013
to discuss the merger and the resurrected
Boating and Waterways Commission [AB
737 (Buchanan and Achadjian) signed
into law 2012]. RBOC has been assured by
Major General Jackson that the Boating and
Waterways Division of Parks and Recreation
will oversee existing boating programs and
services.

Our Concerns:

First: It is critical that the boating leadership,
programs and services be preserved as the
Governor’s administration implements the
GRP #2.

Second: It is important that the implementation of the reorganization proposal not scatter
existing boating programs and services out
of a boating division, diluting them to other
divisions and units in state parks. (Scattering
these programs throughout State Parks
would be a reversal of the assurances of the
Governor’s administration to the Legislature
and Little Hoover Commission that boating
leadership, programs and services would be
preserved.)
Third: DBW receives no State General Fund
Dollars. It is essential that action be taken to
ensure that funds boaters pay the state are
used wisely and effectively, with leadership
and transparency. Department of Boating and
Waterways critical boating programs at risk:

w Funding, planning and development of
boating facilities on California waterways
w Financial aid and training to local law
enforcement agencies to ensure safe
boating for the public
w Responsibility for boating safety and
education
w Responsibility for licensing of yacht and
shipbrokers and salespeople
w Responsibility for aquatic weed control in
the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta
w Responsibility for beach erosion control
and sand renourishment along California’s
coast
w Operation of an oceanography program at
the Scripps Institution of Oceanography at
La Jolla

The statutory provisions of this reorganization establish a division with the programs
and services intact. (Not doing so could/will
affect you and all boaters in California.)
Recreational boating contributes
$16.5 billion to the gross state product and
generates $1.6 billion in state and local taxes.
There are over 8,500 recreational boating
businesses supporting over 284,000 direct
and indirect jobs in the state. Approximately
50,000 boating families belong to 187 boating and sailing clubs throughout California.

Support RBOC

We estimate that, over the years, RBOC’s
efforts are saving each boating family several
$100 each year. RBOC represents all California Boaters and operates solely on donations
from boaters like You! We need your help.
w RBOC encourages all yacht clubs to
contribute a minimum of $20 per boating
family per year.
w Boaters who are not members of yacht
clubs, benefit from RBOC’s activities, and are
asked to contribute $20 per family.
Not much for such a return on
investment!!
It is easy to make a contribution either
mail donations to: RBOC, 925 L Street –
Ste.260, Sacramento, CA 95814-3703 OR
donations may be made on-line at www.rboc.
org using Discover, Visa, American Express,
MasterCard, or PayPal. Donations are not tax
deductible due to RBOC’s extensive lobbying
efforts.

