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Pacific Inter-Club Yacht 
Association (PICYA)

The Pacific Inter-Club Yacht Association was formed May 12, 1896, The 

five charter clubs and the year they were founded were:

California Y.C. (1893) 

Corinthian Y.C. (1886) 

Encinal Y.C. (1890)

Pacific Y.C. (1873)

San Francisco Y.C. (1869)

Today there are over member 100 clubs from Santa Cruz to Lake Tahoe 

with a combined membership of approximately 15,600 boating families.
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Pacific Inter-Club Yacht 
Association (PICYA)

"The purpose of this corporation is to constitute an association of yacht clubs and 
boating organizations, to promote inter-club communications, yachting activities 
and the social interaction relating thereto, and to organize and conduct programs 
which enhance the general welfare of the member organizations"

1. Monthly Delegates Meeting Held at Various Clubs 
2. Spring Leadership Conference
3. Fall Management Conference
4. Wheelchair Regatta
5. Sponsor with SCYA ςRBOC 
6. PICYA Foundation Scholarships and Charitable Causes
7. Monthly Inter- Club Newsletter (Navigator)
8. Website and FaceBookPage
9. Two Sailing Regattas (Chispaand the Lipton)
10.Youth Sailing Regatta
11.Organize and promote the Annual Opening Day on San Francisco Bay
12.aƻǊŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ /ƻŀǎǘŀƭ /ƭŜŀƴǳǇ 5ŀȅΧΦ
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Opening Day On the Bay -
History
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Opening Day on the Bay

ÅThe largest single PICYA event is ñOpening Day.ò 

ÅTerm used in the early 1890ôs Celebrating the first spring activities of yacht clubs

Å It became identified with the manual opening of the bridge at Corinthian Island, 

where boats were stored in Tiburon Lagoon to protect them for the Winter.

Å The first PICYA sponsored coordinated event was held in 1917.

ÅThere is an annual ñThemeò for decorated boats with many trophies awarded 

along with the ñBenhamò trophy, which is a competition for yacht club 

participation based on boats and distance traveled.



Opening Day On the Bay ς
History (Circa ς1903)
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Opening Day On the Bay ς
History (Circa ς1920)
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Opening Day On the Bay ς
History (Circa ς1958)
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Opening Day On the Bay - 2017
ά/ǊǳƛǎƛƴƎ ¢ƘŜ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅέ
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Opening Day Activities

Å Ride and Dine on the PICYA Committee Boat - Hornblower California

Å Participate in the Blessing of The Fleet ïRaccoon Strait

Å Decorate Your Boat for the Parade

ÅDecorate to Theme ñCruising the Centuryò

Å Decorate with Flags and Pennants

ÅWatch from shore at Pier 39

Å Buy commemorative hats, shirts, jackets, pins etc.

Å Become a sponsor

Å Attend awards dinner in May at Oyster Point YC



Opening Day On the Bay - 2017
Grand Marshal
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Lieutenant Colonel John Morrow
The 54th Commander and District Engineer of the San 
Francisco District (United States Army Corps of Engineers}



Opening Day On the Bay - 2017
ά/ǊǳƛǎƛƴƎ ¢ƘŜ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅέ
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